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With the enthronement of the first Bishop
of Korcula—Ston, Ivan Kruzi¢, in 1300,

the town of Korcula became the seat of
a diocese in which 36 bishops served
throughout history. The diocese was
abolished in 1828 following the death of
its last bishop, Josip Kosiric.

The establishment of the diocese marked
a historic moment for the island of Korcula
and significantly contributed to its cultural
and spiritual identity, which has been
preserved to this day. Together with the
Statute of the town and island from 1214,
the diocese further strengthened the
town’s position and autonomy through
the presence of the bishop and
ecclesiastical authority. For nearly five
centuries, Korcula and the island were
closely connected with the spiritual,
cultural, and social developments of the
more advanced regions of Europe.

Brotherhoods (Latin: Fraternitates) are
voluntary associations of lay believers
closely connected with the Church, which
they support in religious and socially
beneficial activities. Their origins date
back to the early Middle Ages.

Over the centuries, brotherhoods
functioned as communities in which
social and class distinctions were set
aside. All members—bratimi—enjoyed
equal rights and shared responsibilities.
The Church prescribed specific attire,
liturgical items, and devotional
practices associated with a particular
church, chapel, or altar. In this way,
collections of artworks of exceptional and
enduring value were created in Korcula.

KORCULA-STON DIOCESE, KORCULA BROTHERHOODS

Foundation

The Brotherhood was founded on 8 October
1301 by Ivan Kruzié, the first Bishop of
Korcula—Ston. Over the centuries it played a
key role in the spiritual and social life of the
town. Its influence spread to other settlements
on the island—Zrnovo, Smokvica, and
Blato—where similar brotherhoods were
established during the 14™ and 15™ centuries.

Church of All Saints
History and Architecture

The Church of All Saints already existed at
the time the diocese was founded. It was
expanded several times, and its present
appearance dates largely from Baroque
alterations in the 16" and 17" centuries.

The church houses a number of valuable
works of art, most notably the polyptych
from the altar of All Saints by Blaz Jurjev of
Trogir (15" century), one of the most valuable
artworks on the island of Korcula; a wooden
sculpture of the Pieta by Antonio Corradini;
and the painted ceiling by the artist Tripo
Kokolja.

BROTHERHOOD OF ALL SAINTS (SASVETANI)
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Attire

The toniga (garment) is made following the
model of medieval monastic robes. It is crafted
from woollen cloth of a whitish-yellow colour and
features two red crosses — one on the chest

and another on the hood, which covers the
forehead during Holy Week. The brethren wear
a white cotton belt with two tassels.

The collection includes:

« Icons dating from the time of the Cretan War (17t
century, Crete).
A ballot box (bosolo) used for the secret election of
the gastald (gastald) at the Assembly through the
process of inserting balls (balotacjun).
Hymnals of the Confraternity of All Saints written
in the Croatian language, representing significant
literary value. The oldest preserved copies of the
hymnal date back to the 15" century.

ATTIRE & ICON COLLECTION

Foundation

The Brotherhood was founded on 16 August 1575

by the Bishop of Korc¢ula, Augustin Kvinci¢, following
severe outbreaks of plague in the town and the
surrounding villages. A chapel dedicated to St Roch,
the protector against plague and infectious diseases,
was built in the cathedral.
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Chapel of St Roch

The chapel forms the fourth nave of the cathedral
and was constructed between 1523 and 1575. It was
consecrated after the installation of the statue of St
Roch at the end of the 16" century. The seat of the
brotherhood is located in St Roch Street, not far from
the cathedral.

BROTHERHOOD OF ST ROCH (ROKOVCI)

Attire

The toniga resembles a long white knee-length shirt

with wide sleeves. The brethren are girded with a white
linen belt with tassels and wear a yellowish woollen cloak
(kapin) over the shoulders, fastened with a red ribbon.

The collection includes:

The altar of St Roch features the only remaining wooden
statues in St Mark’sCathedral. The statues of St Roch, St
Cosmas and St Damian, and Our Lady of Healthwere carved
in the 16" century by the local sculptor Franjo Cucié.

A wooden processional crucifix from 1577, by Franjo
Cuci¢, adorns the hall of the Confraternity of St Roch.

Precious liturgical ornaments and the statue of the Risen
Saviour (Christ theRedeemer), the work of the sculptor
Petar Pallavicini.

The central crucifix, a work by the Korcula sculptor Marin
Radica from 1900.

Verses in the hymnal of the Confraternity of St Roch, written
by the most renowned Korcula poet, Petar Kanavelic.

KORCULA TOURIST BOARD

ATTIRE & COLLECTION
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Foundation

The brotherhood was founded on 28 January 1603 during
the visitation of Mihovil Priuli, at the request of a group of
citizens. Its statutes were modelled on those of the two
previously established brotherhoods. The purpose of this

brotherhood is the cultivation of devotion to the Virgin Mary.

Church of St Michael

The church is one of the oldest on the island, built in
the 14" century in the Gothic style and later enlarged.
It is connected to the brotherhood house by two stone
bridges. The church abounds in valuable works of art,
including frescoes, sculptures, and reliefs.
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BROTHERHOOD OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY OF CONSOLATION — OF THE GIRDLE (MIHOVILCI)
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Attire

The toniga is white in colour and similar to that of the
Brotherhood of St Roch, but it is distinguished by a wide
leather belt tied in a knot. Over the neck, the brethren
wear a blue kapin or pelerine.

The collection includes

A smaller processional crucifix by Franjo Cucié¢ (early 17®"
century).

Large candles are named according to their weight: zero,
primo, and sekondin. The brethren of the Confraternity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary of Consolation — of the Girdle carry the
heaviest wax candle, the zero, weighing 100 kg.

The oldest wax candle (torac) — a sekondin dating from 1615.

An altarpiece by the Italian artist Francesco Maggiotto (18"
century).
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Holy Week in the town of Korcula (Vela setemana) has
been officially recognized as a cultural good of the
Republic of Croatia since 2025. Its customs are the
product of the rich liturgical heritage of the Diocese of
Korcula (1300-1828) and the centuries-old traditions of
the town'’s three brotherhoods.

The three brotherhoods played a central role in shaping
Holy Week, not only through devotions and processions
but also through singing and folk hymns, which were
already being composed in the Croatian language at the
time. Although liturgies were formally celebrated in
Latin, the bishops of Korcula permitted singing in the
vernacular. As a result, hymnals dating back to the 14
and 15" centuries have been preserved, offering a rare
glimpse into the town’s historical musical culture.

With the splendour of its rites, processions, chants, and
customs, Holy Week in Korcula represents a unique
religious, cultural, and sociological phenomenon that has
endured for centuries in one of the most picturesque
towns of the Mediterranean.
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Sirnica

Traditional Easter Cake
Ingredients:

6 ¢cgg yolks
3 egg wohites
250 g sugar~
I packet of vanillaw sugar~
300 mb milk
120 g fieshy yeaso
L5 tsp salt
250 g butter~
1.2 kg flour
Grateds zest of I lemon»
Gratedy zest of 2 oranges
1 tbsp rose: brandy.

1. Crumble the yeast into the milk, add a little
flour, and let it double in size.

2. Whisk the eggs, sugar, and salt until the
mixture becomes frothy. Add the rose brandy
and the grated lemon and orange zest.

3. Mix in the flour, then fold in the risen yeast
and melted butter.

4. Knead the dough by hand, adding flour if
necessary — but the dough should remain
soft.

5. Cover and let it double in size.

6. Knead briefly, divide into 6 balls, and place
them on a baking tray lined with

parchment paper.

7. Let them rise for another 1-2 hours.

8. Preheat the oven to 150 °C.

9. Score each sirnica into three sections and
bake for about 40 minutes.

10. For the glaze, mix a little egg white with
rose brandy. Brush over the baked sirnica
and sprinkle caster sugar.

Membership - European Network of
Holy Week and Easter Celebrations

The Korcula Tourist Board, together with the
three Korcula brotherhoods, is a member of the
European Network of Holy Week and Easter
Celebrations — a cultural route connecting
unique religious customs and traditions across
Europe.

Easter and Lenten traditions are deeply woven
into the European identity and represent a
heritage that transcends borders. This is a living
heritage preserved by local communities,
passing traditions from generation to
generation. Each community along the route
contributes its own uniqueness — its rites, music,
customs, and cultural expressions — creating a
mosaic of diversity that testifies to the richness
of European heritage.

Founded in 2019, this thematic route invites
visitors on a journey through authentic places
and centuries-old traditions, where they can
experience living heritage, the dedication of
local groups, and the unique atmosphere of
Easter and Lenten celebrations.




